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He communicates 
through arts with 
major brands in the world !

After leaving China for Abitibi-
Témiscamingue, Ben Liu obtained a 
bachelor’s degree in multimedia at 
UQAT in 2009! From his time at UQAT, 
his incredible talent in the arts and his 
perseverance in learning the language 
of Molière already portend a brilliant 
career for this artist who aims to create 
a rapprochement between Chinese and 
Canadian cultures through arts.

While still a student, Ben harvested  
accolades and his distinctive artistic 
approach, notably exploited by his panda 
Benda, a character he created in 2008, 
brought him numerous merits, including 
finalist “Personality of the Year 2009” by 
Forces Avenir, as well as an Emerging 
Artist from the Abitibi Culture Council.

Following his graduation, Ben saw the 
doors open to numerous collaborations 
with the biggest players in the fashion 
world by leaving Abitibi-Témiscamingue 
for Montreal. Indeed, since 2011, his 
creativity has given rise to the visuals 
of Lise Watier’s two latest fragrances: 
“Something Sweet” and “Baiser de 

Neiges”. In 2013, his talents led him to 
collaborate with Dolce & Gabbana while 
he created stories in illustrations for its 
collections. At the same time, Ben begins 
a new column “Dans le calepin de Ben 
(Inside Ben’s Sketchbook)” in the Journal 
Métro! By mainly approaching immigrants 
to Canada in order to learn about their 
cultural journeys and their dreams, Ben 
thus highlights multiculturalism through 
his artistic creation every Wednesday in 
the popular newspaper.

Today as culture columnist and advertising 
illustrator, the works of the artist Ben are 
associated with numerous presses and 
brands including Cosmopolitan, L’Officiel, 
ELLE, Dior, L’Oréal, Microsoft, Veuve 
Clicquot, “Make-A-Wish” Foundation. 
and Foundation of CHUM.

Even today, Ben’s talent and creativity 
allow him to reap honors, including 
the title of Personality of the Year 2015 
“Notable Awards” Arts and Cultures. 
Undoubtedly, Ben Liu is a real source of 
pride for UQAT.

UQAT - Inspiring Graduates - 27 November 2014

https://www.uqat.ca/jechangelemonde/?lang=fr&menu=ben_liu
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ch. 1

Ben regularly produces illustrations for the front page of Métro. He thus touches on 
several subjects, from News (politics and society), through Culture (music and events) 
to trends (fashion and beauty). He also writes his own long-term visual columns on 
travel, art and lifestyle in various medias both in China and Canada.

Tous nos appels sont répartis par GPS

journalmetro.com  |  twitter.com/metromontreal  |  facebook.com/journalmetro |  pinterest.com/journalmetro

MONTRÉALWeek-end 15-17 novembre 2013

SOPHIE NÉLISSE VOLE LA VEDETTELA JEUNE ACTRICE QUÉBÉCOISE PORTE SUR SES ÉPAULES  

LE FILM HOLLYWOODIEN THE BOOK THIEF PAGE 36

Dans le texte transmis à La Presse 
Canadienne, elle se dit «sidérée, 
blessée et choquée» par les décla-
rations récentes de son collègue 
Marc Tanguay sur le tchador.Le député libéral, porte-

parole en matière de laïcité, 
affirmait cette semaine que la 
position du PLQ sur les signes 
religieux signifiait qu’une 
femme portant le tchador se-

rait la bienvenue parmi les can-
didates du PLQ aux prochaines 
élections. Il ajoutait qu’il se 
sentirait parfaitement à l’aise 
de siéger aux côtés d’une dépu-
tée portant un tchador.Mme Houda-Pepin, seule dé-

putée musulmane au Québec, 
refusait depuis des mois de se 
prononcer sur la position de 
son parti, qui s’oppose à toute 
interdiction de porter des signes 
religieux, quels qu’ils soient, si 
le visage est découvert.La députée de La Pinière de-

puis 1994 affirme que le PLQ doit 
au contraire accepter de limiter 
les droits, même fondamentaux, 
«quand l’intérêt public l’exige», 
dans ce cas-ci au nom de l’égalité 
entre hommes et femmes.Elle donne une perspective 

historique à sa démarche. Car il 
y a des précédents, fait valoir la 
députée, rappelant que le pre-
mier ministre Robert Bourassa 
avait «déjà limité la liberté d’ex-
pression (liberté fondamen-
tale)» en légiférant en faveur 
des droits collectifs en matière 

d’affichage commercial, à la 
fin des années 1980, n’hési-
tant pas à invoquer la clause 
dérogatoire pour soustraire le 
Québec aux chartes des droits,  
québécoise et canadienne.«L’égalité hommes-femmes 

est un droit fondamental qui 
demeure un acquis fragile à 
l’ère des intégrismes, qui ca-
ractérisent notre siècle. Il faut 
le protéger et le défendre et 
non le mettre en péril», écrit-
elle. LA PRESSE CANADIENNE

Charte. La députée du Parti libéral du Québec (PLQ) Fatima Houda-Pepin, en rupture avec la position de son parti sur la laïcité de l’État, a décidé hier de se vider le cœur dans une lettre intitulée «Je suis libé-rale et fédéraliste et je suis contre le tchador à l’Assemblée nationale».

Si l’idée d’associer le vin à un repas est évidente, l’accord vin-musique est moins usité. Métro a demandé à un sommelier

d’allier des alcools à sept grands albums, dont un des Beatles. / BEN LIU

Houda-Pepin rompt avec la ligne du PLQ

Montréal dans le vice du passéLa nouvelle exposition du 
Centre d’histoire de Montréal 
nous plonge dans l’univers 
immoral des années 1940. PAGE 04

«C’est le début d’un temps nouveau»
Denis Coderre a été  assermenté hier, devenant  

le 44e maire de Montréal. 
PAGE 03

Se lancer dans les préparatifsCAHIER SPÉCIAL IDÉES CADEAUX 6 PAGES

Pérusse reste  d’actualitéLe neuvième  tome de  L’album du  peuple a uncôté plus  éditorial que les  précédents.PAGE 33

Quand la  MUSIQUE  et le vin s’accordentPAGES 30-31

Régression

«Est-ce que les Québé-coises ont fait tout ce chemin pour en arriver à prendre comme modèle de l’égalité hommes-femmes celui de l’Arabie saoudite ou de l’Iran des ayatollahs?»Fatima Houda-Pepin, députée du PLQ 

MAX : 8°
MIN : 3°

e d i to r i a l
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— 
I  am black according to white  people , 
wh ite  according to The blacks .
As  a  m ixed race ,
I  s imply  str ive  to l ive  as  the 
only  race I  know:  human . 

column
—

Dans le calepin de Ben

Since the fall of 2013, Ben has been producing illustrations 
and interviews published every Wednesday by Journal Métro 
in the column “Dans le calepin de Ben”（( Inside Ben’s 
Sketchbook ). He sketches the users of public transport and the 
daily life of Montreal.

The column is a testimony to the diversity of the Quebec 
metropolis and a love letter to Montrealers.
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— 
Ex ist ing , 
express ing , 
flour ish ing .
away from 
other ’s 
cr iter ia , 
away 
from the 
pre jud ice , 
lov ing 
every  atom 
of yourself 
and the 
un iverse .

—
Often ,  WE follow 
trends without 
creatin g them : 
WE wear the 
personalitie  s  of 
others .

—
I  don ’t 
wanna 
l ive 
w ithout 
my 
fr iends .

—
We need
More love
and more 
respect
in  th is 
world  ! 
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Exhibition Shades of Montréal - Dawson Peace Centre, 2018 (Montréal)
A selection of portraits from column “ Dans le calepin de Ben ” from Journal Métro 
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The Golden Globe Issue - Monday China
Fashion Week issue - iLady Magazine

Right page: Louis Vuitton Issue - L’Officiel Hommes China 

三次斩获金球奖的莱
昂纳多·迪卡普里奥
（Leonardo DiCaprio）将
在1月9日举行的金球奖颁奖
典礼上担任颁奖嘉宾。

1月4日，现年42岁的小
李被任命为金球奖颁奖嘉
宾，他将与克里斯汀·韦格
（Kristen Wiig）
一起登台。

此前被宣布将担任第74届金球
奖颁奖嘉宾的还有：维奥拉·
戴维斯（Viola Davis）、西
尔维斯特·史泰龙（Sylvester 
Stallone）、约翰·哈姆（John 
Hamm）、克里斯·海姆斯
沃斯（Chris Hemsworth）、
布丽·拉尔森（Brie Larson）
、索菲亚·维加拉（Sofia 
Vergara）、佐伊·索尔达娜
（Zoe Saldana）、盖尔·加
朵（Gal Gadot）、卡尔·威
瑟斯（Carl Weathers）、马
特·达蒙（Matt Damon）、
艾米·舒默（Amy Schumer）
、瑞茜·威瑟斯彭（Reese 
Witherspoon）等人。

1943年起，好莱坞外国记者协会
每年都会举办金球奖颁奖活动。
金球奖将颁发给表现优异的电影
及电视剧。

小李子凭借《飞行家》、《华尔
街之狼》和《荒野猎人》获得过
三次金球奖。

美国金球奖 
冰火两重天
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Top Chinese Comedians - Cosmopolitan
 

interactivity between photographs and illustrations



21Fashion Week Issue - iLady Magazine
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SKIN Issue
Cosmopolitan Magazine
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REDNESS Issue - Cosmopolitan China
Right page : PLASTIC BEAUTY Issue - L’Officiel China 



Au plaisir de s’échanger
 à entreprendre vos rêves tout avec un dessin !C a m p a i g n

ch. 2
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Ben regularly collaborates with renowned brands and magazines 
from here and abroad. With humor, and in his own style, he draws 
famous personalities of the 7th Art, fashion, music and comics.

27



Valentino - Rock Studs Hoilidays (2013)   
Today’s Cinderella at the Berri-UQAM metro station in Montreal
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Vacanza
Superman / Catwoman / Wonder Woman /  Green Lantern, all in Dolce & Gabbana 



35

Rêve doré - Dior J’adore - L’Officiel China (2014)
Right page : Andy Warhol in Moschino - L’Officiel Hommes China (2012)  
Michael Jackson in Alexander McQueen - L’Officiel Hommes China (2012) 

THEY TRUST BEN



EXER-
CISE !

黃曉明

When fashion meets sport!
T-shirts created to raise funds for sick children

We invite the fashionistas to do exercises.

BENDA x Diadora x Make-A-Wish Foundation
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DO IT YOURSELFSUPPER - Karl & Warhol 
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SEXY BEIJING
1626 Magazine

s e x y
B ei  j in  g
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The bridge between 
EAST AND WEST
François Van Hoenacker - Métro - 18 June 2012 at 1pm 

In 2006, Ben Liu left his native 
China to land in… Rouyn-
Noranda. While learning 
French, he multiplied artistic 
projects and today has 
accumulated numerous prizes 
and distinctions. Through the 
intervention of the panda Benda, 
a character he created in 2008, 
Ben Liu explores different 
universes and social phenomena. 
Ben Liu’s goal: to approach 
Chinese and Canadian culture 
through his creativity.

MÉTRO		 You have done 
photography, graphic design, 
animation, drawing… How did you 
land in Rouyn-Noranda when you 
arrived from China?

BEN		  It was quite a trip! 
I was living in China and I found 
the University of Quebec in Abitibi-
Témiscamingue (UQAT) through an 
exchange program. After registering 
at UQAT in 2005, I wanted to know 
more about Rouyn-Noranda. I did a 
search on Google Maps, but Rouyn-

——
finalist - Personnality of the Year 2009 -  Gala Forces Avenir (Québec)

Noranda was not listed there yet… 
I wondered what I was getting myself 
into! But the people have been so 
welcoming and warm. Since then, 
I discovered Montreal and I fell in 
love with this city!

MÉTRO		 And why your 
character BENDA the panda?

BEN		  I collaborate 
with magazines and brands for 
fashion and culture projects, in 
which I present Benda the panda 
in different contexts. This character 
is a kind of alter ego, to approach 
society, culture, fashion and the arts, 
sometimes with humor and derision. 
Benda is gentle on the outside, but 
he also has a lot of character… 
an animal that is both peaceful and 
full of hope.

——
-  Extracts of column BENDA IN CANADA
-  Interurban MAHEUX - travels between Abitibi & Montréal 
   Ben was chosen as one of UQAT’s ambassadors

https://journalmetro.com/culture/110096/le-pont-entre-la-culture-chinoise-et-quebecoise/
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Lise Watier - MTL 375e Collection
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Ben works with the prestigious Canadian 
brand Lise Watier Cosmétiques on 
several special collections.

He collaborates in the Art Direction and 
creates illustrations that create buzz 
across Canada. Original and atypical, 
they boost the advertising campaign and 
also rejuvenate the brand image.

Result, successful launches for the last 
two perfumes: Something Sweet and 
Baiser de Neiges.

LOGO design - 45th  Anniversary (2016)

Ben is an artist who shines not only 
here, but radiates also elsewhere.
- Mme Lise Watier
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Lise Watier - Baiser de Neiges ♪ Zou bisou bisou
  Judith Dubeau
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Lise Watier - Something Sweet

Contest: looking for the face of the new fragrance
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Launch of the perfume Something Sweet (2012)
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Let’s take a break . . . for our eyes.
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ch. 3

With a theatrical and cinematographic artistic 
background, Ben has collaborated on various 
television shows and short films. As a cultural 
ambassador, he lent himself to the game of the 
camera as both actor and director.

Sauvez les meubles - Vanessa Sicotte (CanalVie, 2014) 
Two custom-ordered BENDA panda paintings for the TV show

55

T V / 
C i n e m a
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A beautiful souvenir 
for life !
- Saskia Thuot, TV host, entrepreneur

saskiathuot.com
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•	 Le monde en gros (ICI-RadioCanada, 2013) 
•	 Fêtez-Vous? (ICI-Artv, 2014) 
•	 Interview by Lolitta Dandoy  (Toronto Fashion Week, Ruby-TFO, 2013)
•	 Interview by Gregory Charles
•	 With Joe Mimran
•	 Portraits of Pénélope McQuade and Herby Moreau

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DQv21NN3-xpE%26t%3D161s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qv21NN3-xpE
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featured in  ——

Encounter between 
China and 
Abitibi 

Un Pick-Up à Rouyn
Travel diary of a Chinese student in Abitibi-Témiscamingue

Cinema Un Pick-up à Rouyn 

Director _ Frédérick Pelletier
Cast _ Gaston Chartier, Ben Liu 

—— 
Festival Cinéma Rouyn-Noranda
Édition 2008

Festival Regard Chicoutimy

Les Rendez-Vous du Cinéma 
Québécois

C’est la we

Lives of four Chinese in Rouyn-
Noranda. Nostalgia, melancholy 
and love.

Director _ Xue-Fei Ji
Art Director _ Ben Liu
Camera _ Ben Liu
Cast _ Xue-Fei Ji, Ben Liu, 
Hao-Yuan Zhang, Xiao-Xuan Zhao

—— 
Festival Cinéma Rouyn-Noranda
Édition 2007

O ( animation )

The highly symbolic journey of a 
drop of water.

Art Director _ Ben Liu
Animation _ Ben Liu, 
Jie Bian, Ke-yu Chen, 
Laurent Descheneaux, 
Marie Owona, Ran Li, 
Shu-hua Xiao  

—— 
Festival Cinéma Rouyn-Noranda
Édition 2009

https://festivalcinema.ca/film/un-pick-up-a-rouyn-carnet-de-voyage-de-liu-ben/
https://festivalcinema.ca/en/film/cest-la-we/
https://festivalcinema.ca/en/film/o/
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Storyboard NUANCE ‘s advertising

Ben’s storyboard helped us win a contract,
I hope to work with him again coz he’s a gem to work with !

- Katherine Macnaughton, Bis Film
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TheatRE - costume & set design + photography
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Eve n t
ch. 4

As invited artist, Ben has made several Live-sketches as well as 
customizations with stylish elements on gifts and products at various fashion 
festivals and VIP events.

•	 Festival Mode et Design 
•	 Toronto Fashion Week (invited by Microsoft)
•	 Flash Mode par Dick Walsh
•	 Velvet par Veuve Clicquot 
•	 Gala Fondation CHUM
•	 Festival de Jazz de Montréal

66 photo
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Louis Vuitton / Gucci

personalized gifts / cards for special days
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When Ben draws you, you feel like
he knows you better than yourself.
- Stéphanie Claire, L’ORÉAL
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Fondation chum
- Fund-raising Gala -

Digital portraits on iPad and 
the processes projected on 
the giant screen 
 
@ Crew Café Montréal
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Journal Métro at the Fashion 
& Design Festival, Live-sketch 
portraits on site and contest 
for readers of his column 
“Dans le calepin de Ben”
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ch. 5

Music plays a big role in Ben’s inspiration. Sometimes he 
sings nostalgic old songs, sometimes he draws the images 
through the melodies and designs imaginary record covers, 
other times he makes music videos for his cover songs.

imaginary DVD 
Parler à mon père

Je voudrais décrocher la lune / Je voudrais 
choisir un bateau / Je le remplirais des images

Et des parfums de mes voyages
Parler à mon père - Céline Dion

77

M u s i c /
D es i g n
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Françoise Hardy / Teresa Teng 

Beaucoup de mes amis sont venus des nuages
  Avec soleil et pluie comme simples bagages

   Tu pourras repartir au fin fond des nuages
   Et de nouveau sourire à bien d’autres visages

L’amitié - Françoise Hardy



81

MUSIC with WINE - Journal Métro
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Cover Song of Rainbow (Shanghai Rainbow Chamber Choir)
conception / clip / montage / sing _ Ben Liu

—— 
Left : conception sketches

watch
the clip 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37KdNfJkaVs
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Self-portrait on Dumpling, 2020

Ben Liu

/   educAtions

2009 	 Bachelor of Arts - Interactive Multimedia and Art Production, 
	U niversité du Québec (UQAT)

2006 	 Bachelor of Arts - Animation, 						    
	 Communication University of China (CUC), Beijing

/   Publications

2017 -		  Column “ Art・Life・Zen ”, G-Life Magazine (China)
2013 - 2015 	 Column “ Dans le calepin de Ben ”, Journal Métro (Canada)

2012 - 2016 	 Art Direction + Illustrations 
		  for the Front pages of Journal Métro (Canada)

2008 - 2011 	 Column “ BENDA in Canada ”, 1626 Magazine (China)

2010 - 2016 	 Art Direction + Illustrations for magazines :
		E  LLE, Cosmopolitan, Marie Claire, L’Officiel, Grazia ...

1998 - 1999	 Comics “ The Mysterious Cosmos ”, Shenzhen Youths’ Daily (China)

hello.benliubenda.com
benliubenda@gmail.com

@BendaBenLiuWith 15 years of expertise in 
visual art, advertising and editorial 
projects, Ben has developed an 
elegant and humorous style by 
offering fluid and aesthetic visions.

At the same time, his cultural 
columns in the press in Canada 
and China allow him to express 
his concern for diversity and 
benevolence, through writing, 
photography and illustrations.

His clients include 
Louis Vuitton, L’Oréal, ELLE, 
L’Officiel, Microsoft, 
ICI Radio Canada and the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation.

https://www.instagram.com/bendabenliu/
https://www.instagram.com/bendabenliu/
https://hello.benliubenda.com/
https://www.instagram.com/bendabenliu/
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/   AWARDS

2016 	 Personnalité Arts et Culture, Notable Awards –  finalist (Canada) 
2010 	 Personnalité 2009, Forces Avenir –  finalist (Canada)
2009 	 Artiste de la Relève, Conseil de la culture de l’Abitibi (Canada)

2008 	 Prix Relève Desjardins,
	 Court-métrage « Un Pick-up à Rouyn », 
	 27e Festival du cinéma international en Abitibi-Témiscamingue (Canada)
	
	 Best Interactive Artwork Award, « BENDA »,
	 3rd Aniwow! International Animation Festival (China)

2005 	 Best Logo Design Award, Teresa Teng Foundation (Hong Kong, China) 
2000 	 1st Prize of Painting, concours d’art 21st Century・Internet・Me (China)

French
English
Chinese ( mandarin + cantonese )
Japanese ( basic )

/   Languages

2023	  	 Lecturer - Art, Aesthetic
						    
		  - Merits&Tree Law Office
		  - DESON Design

2015, 2018 	 Lecturer - Illustration		
		
		  - Collège Dawson

/   Diver s

One of the 
Best Canadian Illustrators.
- Draw A Dot.
 

Ben is committed to going 
beyond all borders.
- Forces Avenir 

/   Exhibition  s

2018 	 Shades of Montréal, Dawson Peace Centre (Montréal, Canada) 
2013 	 Lanterne Chinoise, Plateau Mont-Royal (Montréal, Canada) 
2011 	 BENDA x LvXiao, Tokyo Gallery + BTAP (Beijing, China)
2010 	 O, 29e Festival du cinéma international en Abitibi-Témiscamingue (Canada) 
2009 	 BENDA, L’Écart... lieu d’Art actuel (Rouyn-Noranda, Canada)
2008 	 Cheer, Chaoyang Stadium (Beijing, China)
2000 	 Dear Alma Mater, Guan Shanyue Art Museum (ShenZhen, China)
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THANK YOU

Would be a pleasure
 to draw your dreams !

for your time
__

benliubenda@gmail.com



hello.benliubenda.com @ B e n d a B e n L i u

https://hello.benliubenda.com/
https://www.instagram.com/bendabenliu/
https://www.facebook.com/bendabenliu
https://www.instagram.com/bendabenliu/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnNYWPB-8y1ilU08ZemdKyQ
https://weibo.com/bendamode?ssl_rnd=1613652670.8512

