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UQAT - Inspiring Graduates - 27 November 2014

After  leaving China for  Abitibi-
Témiscamingue, Ben Liu obtained a
bachelor's degree in multimedia at

UQAT in 2009! From his time at UQAT,
his incredible talent in the arts and his
perseverance in learning the language
of Moliére already portend a brilliant
career for this artist who aims to create
a rapprochement between Chinese and
Canadian cultures through arts.

While still a student, Ben harvested
accolades and his distinctive artistic
approach, notably exploited by his panda
Benda, a character he created in 2008,
brought him numerous merits, including
finalist “Personality of the Year 2009” by
Forces Avenir, as well as an Emerging
Artist from the Abitibi Culture Council.

Following his graduation, Ben saw the
doors open to numerous collaborations
with the biggest players in the fashion
world by leaving Abitibi-Témiscamingue
for Montreal. Indeed, since 2011, his
creativity has given rise to the visuals
of Lise Watier's two latest fragrances:
“Something Sweet” and “Baiser de

Neiges”. In 2013, his talents led him to
collaborate with Dolce & Gabbana while
he created stories in illustrations for its
collections. At the same time, Ben begins
a new column “Dans le calepin de Ben
(Inside Ben’s Sketchbook)” in the Journal
Meétro! By mainly approaching immigrants
to Canada in order to learn about their
cultural journeys and their dreams, Ben
thus highlights multiculturalism through
his artistic creation every Wednesday in
the popular newspaper.

Today as culture columnist and advertising
illustrator, the works of the artist Ben are
associated with numerous presses and
brands including Cosmopolitan, L'Officiel,
ELLE, Dior, L'Oréal, Microsoft, Veuve
Clicquot, “Make-A-Wish” Foundation.
and Foundation of CHUM.

Even today, Ben’s talent and creativity
allow him to reap honors, including
the title of Personality of the Year 2015
“Notable Awards” Arts and Cultures.
Undoubtedly, Ben Liu is a real source of
pride for UQAT.


https://www.uqat.ca/jechangelemonde/?lang=fr&menu=ben_liu

Ben regularly produces illustrations for the front page of Métro. He thus touches on
several subjects, from News (politics and society), through Culture (music and events)
to trends (fashion and beauty). He also writes his own long-term visual columns on
travel, art and lifestyle in various medias both in China and Canada.
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column

DANS LE CALEPIN DE BEN

COUP D'EIL DANS
LE CALEPIN DE BEN
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Since the fall of 2013, Ben has been producing illustrations
and interviews published every Wednesday by Journal Métro
— in the column “Dans le calepin de Ben” |( Inside Ben’s

| AM BLACK ACCORDING 10 WHITE PEOPLE, o I S ARG Akns
WHITE ACCORDING TO THE BLACKS.

\S A MIXED RACEL, ) The column is a testimony to the diversity of the Quebec

| SIMPLY STRIVE 10 LIVE AS THE metropolis and a love letter to Montrealers.

ONLY RACE T KNOW: HUMAN.
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Exhibition Shades of Montréal - Dawson Peace Centre, 2018 (Montréal)
A selection of portraits from column “ Dans le calepin de Ben ” from Journal Métro



THE GOLDEN GLOBE Issue - Monday China
FASHION WEEK issue - iLady Magazine
Right page: LOUIS VUITTON lssue - L'Officiel Hommes China
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Top Chinese Comedians - Cosmopolitan

interactivity between photographs and illustrations




FASHION WEEK Issue - iLady Magazine 21
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REDNESS Issue - Cosmopolitan China
Right page : PLASTIC BEAUTY Issue - L'Officiel China




Ben regula < dfl brands and magazines
from here ad. | is own style, he draws
famous pe of usic and comics.
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VALENTINO

GARAVANI

VALENTINO - Rock Studs Hoilidays (2013)
Today’s Cinderella at the Berri-UQAM metro station in Montreal
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VACANZA
Superman / Catwoman / Wonder Woman / Green Lantern, all in DOLCE & GABBANA
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REVE DORE - DIOR J'adore - I Officiel China (2014)
Right page : Andy Warhol in MOSCHINO - L'Officiel Hommes China (2012)
Michael Jackson in ALEXANDER McQUEEN - L' Officiel Hommes China (2012)
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BENDA x DIADORA x MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION

When fashion meets sport!
T-shirts created to raise funds for sick children
We invite the fashionistas to do exercises.
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SUPPER - Karl & Warhol

DO IT YOURSELF
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SEXY BEIJING
1626 Magazine




finalist - Personnality of the Year 2009 - Gala Forces Avenir (Québec)

THE BRIDGE BETWEEN
EAST AND WEST

Francois Van Hoenacker - Métro - 18 June 2012 at Tpm

In 2006, Ben Liu left his native
China to land in... Rouyn-
Noranda. While learning
French, he multiplied artistic
projects and today has
accumulated numerous prizes
and distinctions. Through the
intervention of the panda Benda,
a character he created in 2008,
Ben Liu explores different

universes and social phenomena.

Ben Liu’s goal: to approach
Chinese and Canadian culture

METRO You have done
photography, graphic design,
animation, drawing... How did you
land in Rouyn-Noranda when you
arrived from China?

BEN It was quite a trip!
I was living in China and | found

the University of Quebec in Abitibi-
Témiscamingue (UQAT) through an
exchange program. After registering
at UQAT in 2005, | wanted to know

:j‘

LT

Noranda was not listed there yet...

| wondered what | was getting myself
into! But the people have been so
welcoming and warm. Since then,

| discovered Montreal and I fell in
love with this city!

METRO And why your
character BENDA the panda?

BEN | collaborate

with magazines and brands for
fashion and culture projects, in
which | present Benda the panda

in different contexts. This character
is a kind of alter ego, to approach
society, culture, fashion and the arts,
sometimes with humor and derision.
Benda is gentle on the outside, but
he also has a lot of character...

an animal that is both peaceful and
full of hope.

- Extracts of column BENDA IN CANADA

more about Rouyn-Noranda. | did a
search on Google Maps, but Rouyn-

- Interurban MAHEUX - travels between Abitibi & Montréal
Ben was chosen as one of UQAT’s ambassadors

through his creativity.



https://journalmetro.com/culture/110096/le-pont-entre-la-culture-chinoise-et-quebecoise/

- Mme Lise Watier

ans de beauté
years of beauty

@ ISTHATSOH
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LISE WATIER - MTL 375¢ Collection

Ben works with the prestigious Canadian
brand Lise Watier Cosmétiques on
several special collections.

He collaborates in the Art Direction and
creates illustrations that create buzz
across Canada. Original and atypical,
they boost the advertising campaign and
also rejuvenate the brand image.

Result, successful launches for the last
two perfumes: Something Sweet and
Baiser de Neiges.

LOGO design - 45" Anniversary (2016)



LISE WATIER - Baiser de Neiges & Zou bisou bisou

Judith Dubeau
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LISE WATIER - Something Sweet

Contest: looking for the face of the new fragrance

-

PHOTO _ SHAYNE LAVERDIERE
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LISE WATIER

Launch of the perfume Something Sweet (2012)
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With a theatrical and cinematographic artistic

background, Ben has collaborated on various

television shows and short films. As a cultural

ambassador, he lent himself to the game of the
camera as both actor and director.

SAUVEZ LES MEUBLES - Vanessa Sicotte (CanalVie, 2014)
Two custom-ordered BENDA panda paintings for the TV show



Le monde de Saskia

—— Lart de croquer dans fa vie! ——

LESAMNE BADUST BRAVE

- Saskia Thuot, TV host, entrepreneur

‘ lé saskiathuot.com
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LE MONDE EN GROS (ICI-RadioCanada, 2013)

FETEZ-VOUS? (ICI-Artv, 2014)

Interview by Lolitta Dandoy (Toronto Fashion Week, Ruby-TFO, 2013)
Interview by Gregory Charles

With Joe Mimran

Portraits of Pénélope McQuade and Herby Moreau


https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DQv21NN3-xpE%26t%3D161s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qv21NN3-xpE

Cinema UN PICK-UP A ROUYN

Un Pick-Up & Rouyn

Travel diary of a Chinese student in Abitibi-Témiscamingue

Director _ Frédérick Pelletier

Cast _ Gaston Chartier, Ben Liu

Festival Cinéma Rouyn-Noranda
Edition 2008

Festival Regard Chicoutimy

Les Rendez-Vous du Cinéma
Québécois

featured in

O (animation

CINEMA L .
SaTinkT e wanout The highly symbolic journey of a
ROUYN-NORANDA drop of water.

Art Director _ Ben Liu

Animation _ Ben Liu,
Jie Bian, Ke-yu Chen,
Laurent Descheneaux,
Marie Owona, Ran Li,
Shu-hua Xiao

Festival Cinéma Rouyn-Noranda
Edition 2009

CLSIT LA WE

Lives of four Chinese in Rouyn-
Noranda. Nostalgia, melancholy
and love.

Director _ Xue-Fei )i

Art Director _ Ben Liu

Camera _ Ben Liu

Cast _ Xue-Fei Ji, Ben Liu,
Hao-Yuan thmg, Xiao-Xuan Zhao

Encounter between
China and
Abitibi

Festival Cinéma Rouyn-Noranda
Edition 2007



https://festivalcinema.ca/film/un-pick-up-a-rouyn-carnet-de-voyage-de-liu-ben/
https://festivalcinema.ca/en/film/cest-la-we/
https://festivalcinema.ca/en/film/o/

- Katherine Macnaughton, Bis Film

Storyboard NUANCE ‘s advertising



SUR LA ROUTE DE ’OUESI

THEATRE - costume & set design + photography



festivals and VIP events.

ode et Design
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LOUIS VUITTON / GUCCI

personalized gifts / cards for special days




When Ben draws you, you feel like
he knows you better than yoursell.

- Stéphanie Claire, 'ORFAL




FONDATION CHUM

- Fund-raising Gala -

aits on iPad and
projected on

the giant s

@ Crew Café Montréal




BEN LIU .}

| ALAMODEDE VOUS =+~
' CHEZNOLS DESSINE !
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DEVELOPPE |
TA FIBRE CREATIVE

DESSINE |

MERCRED! A VENDREDE /[ )

{ jt Journal Métro at the Fashion
& Design Festival, Live-sketch
portraits on site and contest
for readers of his column
“Dans le calepin de Ben”
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Music
Design

Music plays a big role in Ben'’s inspiration. Sometimes he
sings nostalgic old songs, sometimes he draws the images
through the melodies and designs imaginary record covers,
other times he makes music videos for his cover songs.

imaginary DVD
Parler a mon pere

77



> »nv m 2 Mm -

oz m -

Beaucoup de mes amis sont venus des nuages
Avec solell et pluic comme simples bagages
lu pourras repartir au fin fond des nuages

Lt de nouveau sourire & bich d'autres visages

C‘

|"amiti¢é - Francoise Hardy

1 DE JOUR

Francoise Hardy / Teresa Teng

79



MUSIC WITH WINE - Journal Métro
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Cover Song of RAINBOW (Shanghai Rainbow Chamber Choir)
conception / clip / montage / sing _ Ben Liu

1SS Left : conception sketches

walch
[HE CLIP
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37KdNfJkaVs

With 15 years of expertise in
visual art, advertising and editorial
projects, Ben has developed an
elegant and humorous style by
offering fluid and aesthetic visions.

At the same time, his cultural
columns in the press in Canada

and China allow him to express

his concern for diversity and
benevolence, through writing,
photography and illustrations.

His clients include

Louis Vuitton, ’Oréal, ELLE,
I'Officiel, Microsoft,

ICI Radio Canada and the
Make-A-Wish Foundation.

o @BendaBenlLiu

hello.benliubenda.com
benliubenda@gmail.com

BEN LIU

/ EDUCATIONS

2009 Bachelor of Arts - Interactive Multimedia and Art Production,
Université du Québec (UQAT)

2006 Bachelor of Arts - Animation,
Communication University of China (CUC), Beijing

/ PUBLICATIONS

2017 -
2013 - 2015

2012 - 2016

2008 - 2011
2010 - 2016

1998 - 1999

Column “ Art * Life * Zen ”, G-Life Magazine (China)
Column “ Dans le calepin de Ben ”, Journal Métro (Canada)

Art Direction + Illustrations
for the Front pages of Journal Métro (Canada)

Column “ BENDA in Canada ”, 1626 Magazine (China)

Art Direction + lllustrations for magazines :
ELLE, Cosmopolitan, Marie Claire, L'Officiel, Grazia ...

Comics “ The Mysterious Cosmos ”, Shenzhen Youths’ Daily (China)

85


https://www.instagram.com/bendabenliu/
https://www.instagram.com/bendabenliu/
https://hello.benliubenda.com/
https://www.instagram.com/bendabenliu/

/ AWARDS

2016 Personnalité Arts et Culture, Notable Awards — finalist (Canada)
2010 Personnalité 2009, Forces Avenir — finalist (Canada)
2009 Artiste de la Releve, Conseil de la culture de I’Abitibi (Canada)
2008  Prix Releve Desjardins,
Court-métrage « Un Pick-up a Rouyn »,
27¢ Festival du cinéma international en Abitibi-Témiscamingue (Canada)
Best Interactive Artwork Award, « BENDA »,
34 Aniwow! International Animation Festival (China)
2005  Best Logo Design Award, Teresa Teng Foundation (Hong Kong, China)
2000 1t Prize of Painting, concours d’art 21 Century " Internet * Me (China)
/ LANGUAGES /- DIVERS
French 2023 Lecturer - Art, Aesthetic
English

- Merits&Tree Law Office

Chinese ( mandarin + cantonese )

Japanese ( basic)

- DESON Design

2015, 2018 Lecturer - Illustration

- College Dawson

- Draw A Dot.

- Forces Avenir

/ EXHIBITIONS

2018
2013
2011
2010
2009
2008
2000

Shades of Montréal, Dawson Peace Centre (Montréal, Canada)

Lanterne Chinoise, Plateau Mont-Royal (Montréal, Canada)

BENDA x LvXiao, Tokyo Gallery + BTAP (Beijing, China)

O, 29¢ Festival du cinéma international en Abitibi-Témiscamingue (Canada)
BENDA, U'Ecart... lieu d’Art actuel (Rouyn-Noranda, Canada)

Cheer, Chaoyang Stadium (Beijing, China)

Dear Alma Mater, Guan Shanyue Art Museum (ShenZhen, China)
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THANK YOU

Jfor your time

Would be a pleasure

to draw your dreams !

benliubenda@gmail.com



hello.benliubenda.com oo @BendaBenLiu


https://hello.benliubenda.com/
https://www.instagram.com/bendabenliu/
https://www.facebook.com/bendabenliu
https://www.instagram.com/bendabenliu/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnNYWPB-8y1ilU08ZemdKyQ
https://weibo.com/bendamode?ssl_rnd=1613652670.8512

